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THumanity has always depended on the services provided by the biosphere and its ecosystems. Further, the 
biosphere is itself the product of life on Earth. The composition of the atmosphere and soil, the cycling of 
elements through air and waterways, and many other ecological assets are all the result of living processes—and 
all are maintained and replenished by living ecosystems. The human species, while buffered against 
environmental immediacies by culture and technology, is ultimately fully dependent on the flow of ecosystem 
services.” 

Source: Millenium Ecosystem Assessment (2003, p.26)�
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