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Romania

Capital city: Bucharest (2,000,000 inhabitants)
Population: 21,700,000 inhabitants
GDP: 73 bln. USD or 58 bln. EUR
GDP per capita: 3,364 USD or 2,673 EUR
Total health expenditures: 6% GDP
Public health expenditures: 70% of total
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HEALTH INSTITUTIONS AND BEDS IN INSTITUTIONS WITH STATE MAJORITY OWNERSHIP (end of year)�
����� 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 

Units (number) 

Hospitals ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

Polyclinics ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ��� ��� ��� ���

Medical clinics ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ���� ���� ���� ����

TB sanatoria ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��

Preventoria ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� �� ��

Nurseries ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

Orphanages 64 62 61 60 59 58 58 57 60 1) 1) 1) 1) 1) 

Pharmacies ����� ����� ����� ���� ���� ���� ������ ������ ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

Beds (number) 
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� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����
1) In 1999 the orphanages were transformed into "centres for receival and placement" belonging to the Department for Child Protection. 
2) Since 1996 the number of public pharmaceutic units has been decreased because transforming them in mixed or private pharmaceutical 
units. 
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MEDICAL-SANITARY STAFF, IN THE UNITS WITH STATE MAJORITY OWNERSHIP (end of year)�
�� �

�� �

�� �

� � �


 � �

�� �

�� �

�� �

�� �

�� �


� � ���� � ���� � ��� � � ��
 �

���
�
���
��� ����
 � �� ��� � �� �� � � ��� ��� ������ ����� � ��
�
� ��
 ��� ��
 ��� �� 
��� �� 
 ��� �� 
 
 
� ������ �� �
 ��

� 	
� 
���	��
���
�� ��� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

� �� ��� �����
���� � � � � ������ ������� ��� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� �����

���	�
	
� ����� ����� ��
�� �
 � �� �
��� ����� �
��� �� 

� �
 ��� �� ��� �
�
 � ����� ���
 � �
�
�

� 	
� 
���	��
����������� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� �����

� ��������
���� � � � � ������ ������� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

������
��	�
���
����
	
� �� ��� ����� 
 ���� � �
�� � ���� � ���� �
�
� ��
�� ���� � ��
�� ����� ��
�� �
 ��� �� ���

� 	
� 
���	��
���
���� �� �� ��� �
�� ��� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ������ ������ ������ ������ ������ ������ ������ ������

� ���� �� �� ��� �
�� ��� �����
���� � � � � ������ ������� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

��
�����������
���
	���� �
 �
�
� �� �
��� �� �� 
 �� �� � ���� �
 ��

 � �� ����� �� ����� ������ � �����
� ����� �� ���
 � �� ���� �
 � ��
 �� �� ��
����

� 	
� 
���	��
������ �

��� �� ���� �
�
���	�� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

� �� �

��� �� ���� �
�������
���� � � � � ������ ������� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ��� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� �����

� �� �

��� �� ���� �
�������
���
�� ��� ���� ���� �� ���� �� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

����������
	���� ��
 ��� ���� �� ��� � �� ����
� ��� � �� ������ ��
 
 �� �
���� ������ ���

 � ��
 ��� ������ ����
 � ������
11 Dentists excluded.               
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# ����������������	��� ������� ��������
�������
�
���	�� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���

# 	�� �����
�� �
�	�� ���	��!����	�� ���	�������� ��	� 	�	� �
��� �	�� �
������ ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���

��$� �� !�
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The evolution of the healthcare public financing in 
Romania can be divided in two main stages:

• 1990-1997: financing through general 
government budget (general taxes);

• 1998- present: financing mainly through the 
social health insurance budget (due to the 
implementation of the healthcare public 
insurance system – special contributions);

The main characteristics of 1990–1997 period:

• Romania was placed on the last place in Europe (excluding Albania and 
former Yugoslavia republics) at indicators such: 

total health expenditures as percent of Gross Domestic Power (GDP) and 
per capita total health expenditure (both at official exchange rate and at 

parity purchase power (PPP) – with only 59 USD, respectively 136 USD 
per capita per year). 

• Also, the public financing of the health sector was realized only by 
resources collected through general taxes. 

• Although Romania had allocated the one of the biggest share of total 
government expenditures to healthcare (9.2%), the low level of GDP 
that offered limited possibilities of redistribution caused big financial 
crisis in health sector.



The main characteristics of 1998–present period:

The introduction of new social contributions dedicated only for financing 
health had increased the amount of resources allocated for healthcare. 
The share of total expenditure on health as percent of gross domestic 
product had constantly increased during this period from 5.2% in 1998 to 
6.3% in 2002. 

Also, the share of general government expenditures had increased from 
59.6% in 1998 of total expenditure on health to 65.9% in 2002. 

Consequently, the share of private expenditure on total expenditure had 
reduced accordingly. With these new social health contributions, the 
general government expenditure on health as percent of total 
government expenditure had also increased constantly during the period 
from 8.8% to 12.7% in 2002. 

For, the first time, after 1990, Romania had managed not to be on the last 
position in Eastern and Central Europe when in comes to healthcare 
indicators. With 6.3 percents of GDP allocated to health sector, Romania 
had surpassed countries like Latvia (5.1%), Lithuania (5.9%), Slovakia 
(5.9%) and Poland (6.1%).
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� � �� ��� � � � � � ��� 	 � �� � �� � � ��� �� � �� �� ��
� 	 � � � �� �  � � ��! �� 	 � � � ! ��

" � � � 	 � ��� � # � 	 �  � � ��� � � � � � ��� 	 � �
� � �� � � ��� �� � �� �� ���� �� ��� � � � � � ��� 	 � �

� � �� � � ��� �$�

% 	 �# � �� �� � � � � � ��� 	 � �� � �� � � ��� �� � �� �
� ���� �� ��� � � � � � ��� 	 � �� � �� � � ��� �$�

" � � � 	 � ��� � # � 	 �  � � ��� � � � � � ��� 	 � �
� � �� � � ��� �� � �� �� ���� �� ��� � # � 	 �  � � ��
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+ � $"�#�� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ���� ����� ����� ����� �����

, ��- #� ( � ���� ���� ���� �� ���� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ��� �����

, � �- ��#�� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ���� ����� ���� ���� �����

. �� �"#�� ���� ���� �� ���� ���� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ���

. / 0 �� $� ���� ���� ���� ���� �� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

. 1 �� ! �' 
� ���� ���� ���� ���� �� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����� ����� ��� ����� �����

� �� ( ��% � ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ��� ����� ����� ����� ����� ��� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� �����

2 $"� � #�� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ���

3 #� ��� 4 � ���� ���� ���� �� ���� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ��� ��� ����� ����� ���

3 ��� � �� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ��� ��� ����� ����� ��� ��� ��� ����� ����� ��� ����� ����� ����� ����� �����

� ��( �� / � ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� �����

� ���� �� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� �����

5 � � - ��/ � ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����� ����� ����� ��� ����� ����� ����� ����� ��� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� �����

*����� 4 � ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� �����

*"��/ � ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����� ����� ����� ��� ����� ����� ����� ����� ��� ����� ����� ����� ����� ��� �����

6 �"7 #�� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����� ��� ����� ����� ����� ����� ��� ����� ����� ����� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

6 #"! � �� #�� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ��� ����� ����� ����� ����� ��� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ���

6 � 8 �( 
 � � �- � ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ���� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ���

9 ��"�� ���� ���� ���� �� ���� ��� ����� ����� ����� ����� ��� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� �����

) �"! ����� 4 $� ���� �� ���� ���� ���� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� �����

� � ��� 4 � �� ���� ���� �� ���� ����� ����� ��� ����� ����� ����� ����� ��� ����� ����� ���� ����� ����� ����� ����

� � �"� - ��� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ��� ����� ����� �����
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The healthcare sources of financing 
in Romania
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The social health insurance budget 

Revenues:

• contributions of the insured 
persons (6.5% of their 
revenues);

• contributions of the legal 
entities that employs insured 
persons (7% of the insured 
persons revenues);

• subventions from the central 
government budget;

• interests, donations, 
sponsorships and others.

Expenditures:

• the payment of the medical 
services, of drugs and of 
sanitary materials, including 
some of the national health 
programs;

• the current and capital 
expenditures generated by the 
administration of the budget 
itself (no more than 3%);

• the constitution of the reserve 
fund (no more than 1%);

The central government budget:

Revenues:

• general taxes;

Expenditures:

• investments in construction 
and consolidation of medical 
buildings;

• purchasing of high tech 
medical equipment;

• national health programs 
financed through the central 
government budget;

• prophylactic measures and 
mandatory treatments 
enforced by the legal norms.



External credits:

Revenues:

WORLD BANK;
EU;
UNFPA;
UNICEF;
USAID;
SWITZERLAND

Expenditures:

National programs for 
promoting health and 
incresing efficiency in 
the field;

�

5
��	��������������&��
���
�-�

��������������������������������
!�

��?�����
�
�����������/�

@
��$������������$�����



��������

�������
�������	����	�
�����
�	�����
���
���� �!	��	��
���������"�������(�$�� )�* + , (�
� � ����

	
 �� 
�' = 6 ��
� ��� �

	
 �� 
�' = 6 ��
� ��
 �

	
 �� 
�' = 6 ��
� ����

	
 �� 
�' = 6 ��

* � # � � � � � -��	 �  �. � �! � /� ���
 
 )�� �����)
� �����)�� �����)��

+ � � � ���- �� : "! ���"��	> �� � ��
��� �
��� ��
���

& � � �	 �$� ��� � � � �����
�� �����
�� �����
�� ����
��

2 ( 0 �� / ��$� �����
�� �����
�� �����
�� �����
��

2 ( 0 �� / ��$� �����
�� �����
�� �����
�� �����
��

0 � � � � � ��� 	 � � -��	 �  �. � �! � ,� 
 ��� 
 )�� ��
 �
)�� �� � �� )�� ����
 )��

	> �� &�� � � �� �
��� �
��� �
��� �
���

+ � � � ���- �� : "! ���"��	> �� <� ��
��� ��
��� ��
���

9 �4 #� ���$��7 #� �$��� 4 �4 �� - $� �����
�� �����
�� �����
�� �����
��

� �#( ��/ �( �4 #� ����$$#$"�� � �� ����
�� ����
�� ����
�� ����
��

+ ( 
 � ��"� �/ �( �4 #� ����$$#$"�� � �� ����
�� ����
�� ����
�� ����
��

� ����� �#� #� �( �4 #� ���$��7 #� �$� ����
�� ����
�� ����
�� ����
��

5 � $0 #"���( �4 #� ���$��7 #� �$��&�� ( �: ! #� ! ? �� �����
�� �����
�� �����
�� �����
��

������������������ �� - $� � � � ����
��

5 ���"! �0 �� - ��( $� ����
�� ����
�� ����
�� ����
��

9 �4 #� ����@ � #0 ( �� "$� ���
�� ���
�� ���
�� ���
��

� �� - $�&� ���( 
 � ��"� �/ �"���"( �� "� ����
�� ����
�� ����
�� �����
��

� ��! � $0 #"��#1 �"#� � ��( ��- �� � / �( �4 #� ���$��7 #� �$� ����
�� ����
�� ����
�� ����
��

� "� ( �"� �� - #� ���( �4 #� ����$$#"�� � �� ���
�� ���
�� ���
�� ���
��

' �� � 7 ��/ �( �4 #� ���$��7 #� �$� ���
�� ���
�� ���
�� ���
��

+ "�! � ( ��( �4 #� ����$$#$"�� � �� � � �
�� ��
��

2 8 0 �� 4 #"� ��$�&� ��&� � 4 ��4 ( #� #$"��"#� � � ���
�� ���
�� ����
�� ����
��

* 0 1 0 * 2 0 �3 4 5 6 � ��
 )�� �
 � )�� ����)�� ���)��

1 4 * % , 4 1 76 0 3 8& 8� � 
 ���)�� ���
)�� (��
�)
9 � (�
� �)�9 �
, �- #� � #� - �: #"! ��������� �: �� ! �0 "���: �$�#� "�� 4 � � �4 �#� �"! ��
 � 4 - �"��� �� - $�� $�4 �#� �! � $0 #"���"���"( �� "$
�

� � "#��"! �� ��"! �$���8 0 �� 4 #"� ��$�: ����#� � �� 4 �4 �#� �"! ��� ! �0 "���A5 � $0 #"���( �4 #� ���$��7 #� �$B�
��
���)��������<�
����$���	�����
��������;�
�
��
!��
�"��(-��&����2���������	)==999/��/��=�>��=��/��	7�

From the table we can conclude:
• the slightly decrease of social health insurance 

expenditures as share of GDP from 3.2%  of GDP in 
2001 to 2.93% in 2004 (but with the peak of 3.27% in 
2003);

• the decrease of the annual growth rate of expenditures 
in 2004 from 29% to 12.4%;

• more than a half of the funds is allocated to the hospitals 
medical services � necessity to reform the financing 
mechanism – the introduction of the DRG based 
financing mechanism; 

• the disequilibrium of the budget in 2003, that had 
generated, for the first time, a deficit in the execution of 
the budget that was covered from the previous years 
surpluses.



The year of 2003 was characterized by a very slow increase of the revenues (even a 
decrease in real terms, if we are taking into account the inflation), and also by several 

radical reforms meant to increase efficiency (that require a lot of money):
BIG INCONSISTENCY THAT AGGRAVATED THE CRISIS !!!

Influence factors on revenues side:
• the reduction from 7% to 6.5% of the 

share of the employees’ revenues that 
went to the budget;

• the elimination of the transfers from 
the social insurance budget due to a 
legislation change that exempted the 
retired persons from the payment of 
the contribution;

Influence factors on expenditures side:
• the reduction of the hospitals beds with 22.210;
• the liquidation of 18 hospitals, health centers and 

sanatoriums;
• the increase of the number of units for chronic 

patients healthcare from 84 to 126, with a number 
of beds of 8100;

• the transfer to other public authorities (The 
National Authority for Child Protection, The 
National Authority for Disabled Persons) of 14 
hospitals units with 1440 beds; 

• the closing down of 111 medical locations;
• the increase of the number of permanent centers 

for medical primary health assistance from 306 to 
491;

• the project of setting up a number of 102 medical-
social units with 4028 beds, mainly by 
transformation of the actual medical buildings.
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Main reforms in healthcare in Romania:
• adopting the DRG based financing mechanism 

of the hospitals (278 hospitals from a total of 471 
– 60%);

• the setting up of an electronic centralized public 
acquisition system;

• the closing up of some hospitals;
• the privatization of some medical care units;
• the development of medical-social units  and 

permanent centers for medical primary health 
assistance.



Main reforms to be adopted:

• the broadening of the area of the contributors to the retired and unemployed 
persons and also to the Romanian citizens that are working abroad without 
legal forms;

• the introduction of the management contract between hospital manager and 
Health Ministry, with the obligation of an annually evaluation;

• a more precise definition of the conflict of interest;
• the setting up of a new type of hospital: the regional hospital with specific 

attributions;
• the developing of an investment system based on the financing of the 

private health insurance companies;
• the elimination of the monopoly of the big chains of pharmacies by the 

limitation of their number at maximum 4 in localities with up to 400,000 
habitants;

• the introduction beginning with 2006 of the national and of the european
card of health insurance;

• the introduction of new taxes on products harmful to health, which will be 
used mainly for investments in health sector;

• a better regulation of the mal-praxis;
• a better harmonization of the national health programs with those of WHO 

and EU countries;
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